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Dawn of the New Year

Tlie New Year starts with tlie blessing of golden sunlight on the sea.



KOREA
The still cruelly divided Korean Peninsula is a land of 85,000

square miles of great natural beauty, with a moderate climate of four dis-

tinct seasons and a population of some 30 million peace-loving people.

A lofty mountain range spreads from the northern border over

most of the northern part of the country, and projects a steep branch south-

ward along the eastern coast to form the backbone of the peninsula. Its libs

slope down to the plains and rich fields in the south and particularly in the

west, and its further eminences form more than 2,500 islands in the Korean

Strait to the south and in the Yellow Sea to the west.

The highest peak, Mt. Paektu, rises near the mid point of the

northern border, and on its slopes are the head waters of the Yalu and

Tumen Rivers. The Yalu, the longest river in the country, runs westward

into the Yellow Sea, forming a natural boundary with Manchuria; while

the Tumen River, the second longest and the only major river to pour

into the Eastern Sea, forms the eastern section of the natural boundary

with Manchuria and Siberia at its mouth.

Korean history covi'rs a sj)an of 1,291 years. Like other ancient

countries, Korea’s earliest history is shrouded in the mists of mythological

lore until Kija of Puyo established his dominating influence over the

scattered tribes in 1122 R.C.

The three kingdoms of Silla, Koguryo, and Paekje—founded in

the early decades R.Ck—comprised the first well organized and stable

governments in Korea. Silla, known as the first kingdom, became the

strongest, conquering the other two in the middle of the 6th century, and

extending its sway over the entire j)eninsula.

During the Thr('e Kingdom era, Ruddhisni was introdiu'ed into

the country and flourished particularly in Silla. Many of the temples

built at that time are still in existence and contain countless beautiful

exam[)les of the culture of those days. Also still standing is the famous

astronomical observatory erected near the Silla ca})ital. Kyongju. It x\as

a period, particularly during the Silla ascendency, of extraordinary artis-

tic development which has been relleclc'd throughout all subsequent Korean

history.



In the beginning of the 10th century the Koryo Dynasty suc-

ceeded Silla, and left the magnificent legacy of the literature and

the arts of Buddhism, which was the state religion. For the first time in

the world, printing from movable metal type was achieved during the

Koryo period. Another example of the dynasty’s artistic versatility was

the creation of the world famous blue-green porcelain Celadon, which is

prized as collector’s items.

The Yi Dynasty succeeded the Koryo in 1392, and its first king

made Seoul his capital city. Confucianism became the state religion and

the ethical standards of the people made Korea known as “the land of

courtesy” throughout the Orient.

The fourth monarch, .Sejong the Great, created the Korean alpha-

bet of 24 letters, which enabled the people to reproduce their spceech

phonetically and freed them from having to learn thousands of ideographs.

In addition to such cultural accomplishments, the dynasty was

notable for the invention of the famous “turtle ship,” the first iron-clad

battleship ever built, by Admiral Sun-sin \i. With a few of these amaz-

ingly modern vessels, he totally destroyed an invading Japanese fleet

400 years ago. But the Dynasty ended, and catastrophe befell the people

when predatory Japan occupied the country in 1905 and then, in 1910,

annexed it.

During the ensuing 40 years of occupation, the Korean people

suffered intense humiliation and hardship. They were forbidden to speak

their own language in public life and even were forced to adopt Japanese

names. The Independence Movement in 1919. which Avas an inevitable

result of the Japanese oppression, Avas brutally suppressed, and manv

Korean patriots Avere summarily executed.

With the tolling of the bells of liberation in 1945. every Korean

was overjoyed in anticipation of living again in peace in a free and

independent nation. But their joy Avas short-lived. For they found them-

selves divided at the 38th parallel, and soon discovered that the Soviet

forces in the north would stop at nothing in their desire to occupy the

entire peninsula and subject it to Communist tyranny. When the Russians

refused to allow a United Nations commission to enter north Korea, a

free and democratic election was held in south Korea under UN super-

vision in 1948, and the Reymblic of Korea was established as the only

legitimate government on the peninsula.



In June 1950, the Communists in the north invaded ihe Re-

public in a sneak attack intended to destroy the government and enslave

the people. But for the immediate response of the UN, they would have

succeeded.

After a long and destructive war, victorious U?'I forces drove

north to the Yalu River, only to have the victory nullified by the entry

of millions of Red Chinese soldiers. Lnder overwhelming pressure, UN
forces withdrew, finally stabilizing defense lines approximately on the 38th

parallel.

During the months that followed, the steady buildup of UN
forces, plus the attrition of the Red Chinese army, placed the UN in a

position to achieve victory. Unfortunately, the United Nations Command-

er was prevented from achieving victory by the infamous Armistice

Agreement.

In the past, most of the electric generation and heavy

industrial plants were located in the north. The southern part was largely

devoted to agriculture. Aggravating the economic situation, the southern

half was completely devastated during the war.

Faced by apparently insurmountable obstacles, the Republic

of Korea began to build factories, power plants, railroads, roads. Fortu-

nately, the Republic did not stand alone. Assisted by funds and materials

from the United States and the U nited Nations, the Republic of Korea

is building a modern economy. Each month sees new factories begin

|)roduction, railroads have established normal schedules, roads and high-

ways have been rebuilt. Crops have been increased by modern agricultur-

al methods; the fishing industry has been rehabilitated. Minerals produc-

tion has increased through modernization of equipment and methods. The

basic needs of the people are being supplied.

There has been a vast irnjirovement in educational facilities

and methods. Primary education is now compulsory. The 976 middle

schools, 31 1 high schools, and 62 colleges and universities are Moodi'd

with a})plicanls. The desire' for education is insatiable.

Koreans are* an homogenous race, clearly distinguishable from

both the Chinese and the Jajianese. Their language and customs are

their own. Until 1915 they had been unified for 1300 vears. The Koreans

are dedicated to the unification of their nation. As in other free countries,

there are many diffe'rences of jiolitical opinion among the Korean people.

But on this yioint there is absolute unity of ojiinion and jnirpose: Korea

must—and will—he unified!



rraditioiis of the New Year

'I'wo liai)|iy rliildren in colorful, traditional costunics enjoy dancing on New

Year’s Day. Karly in tlie nioining, they visit their relatives and the parents of their

fiiends to extend the greetings of the season.
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Painting

Korean ladies liave long been noted for their artistic ability. Here, a lady paints

a spray of i)iiitJi blossoms, assisted by her sister, d be beaiitifnl brass-bound eabim'ts in

the bai kgroiind are a mass of inlricat(dy inlaid molb(M-of-|)earl on black or red lactjner



Hurul Winter

Winter is a season most heloved by ciiildren, who revel in the snow and skate

rn«;rrily on the sheets ol ice which cover the rice-itaddies.



Skiiii;; (iiouiids ol K<M'<*a

A {'roup of skiers enjoy tlieir wintry outdoor s|iort at the skiing ground ol

Ml. llalla on (ilieju Island, tlie l)iggesl island of the eountry in the southern sea.



7
]

Flyiiif? Kites

In winter and early si)iing when tlie northwesterly wind juevails, Korean hoys

are devoted to Hying kites. Tliere are kite Hying eontests even for adults every year. The

pojudarity of kite Hying in Korea originated from a tale of a wise general who suceessfully

used a kite over the enemy lines as means of cotnmunication with a castle suriounded

l)y the enemy.



'I’he Advent of Spring;

As soon as tlic ice melts from tlie rive's in spring, fishermen o\erhaul tlieir

lioats in jireparation for tlie coming fisliing season. Women seize tlie first opi'ortunity to

wash the family laundry in the fresh running water.



1

“H)S1 7-1 cl

7V Seoul Street in February

In the still cold days of February, people hustle along the street where the

Heungup Bank and Midopa Department Store stand in Seoul.



I
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Sec-saw
.

One of the most attractive sights in Korea is tlie spectacle of >oung gir s in

their brilliantly colored costumes bouncing high into the air on the see-saw- a game

traditionally reserved for young girls only.



Pajioda l*ark

riiis famous marble pagoda, which is thirteen stories high am! believed to have

been built in 1466, stands in Pagoda Park, formerly the site of a Buddhist temple in

Seoul. It was here that Korea’s historic Decdaration of Independence was read on March

1, 1919.
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^ Sam-il Day (Independence Day)



MARCH 1958
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lo the StMTt'l (>:ir«lcii

'I'lie gate to the Secret Garden at Gliangduk Palace in Seoul frames a eliarming

Korean lady. The beautiful oriental garden was constructe<l during the Yi Dynasty.



Kyori^hok Palace

'I'liis Palace was rebuilt in Seoul between 1H65 and 1869 (!:iring ibe regency

of Taewon-gun, toward tbe end of tbe Yi Dynasty. Near tbe center, stands the great

throne hall, while the famed royal pavilion, Kyonghoe-ru, is seen in the background.



Field in Spriii};

In tlie spring tlie farmers hopefully j)repare the soil for another croj), aideil hy

the strong and patient oxen.



Aloiif; the liiver

A common sight along every Korean river and stream is the constant lamulering

of clothes in the running water.



MARCH 1968
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Arbor Day
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Innoront Devolloii

On a siintiy afternoon, a little {;irl talks earnestly to her little hrotlier mar tin'

fountain in the Dnksoo I’alaee {iarden in Seoul. Willi warinei weallier, ami the llo\\eisi

he^inninj' to hlooni, the children will come olten to this lovely jjarden.



Swans in llie Sprinfj

On a spring day, the swans on the pond of Diiksoo Palace seem to liave some-

thing very sj)ecial to discuss. It is warm now and more and more children will he coming

to the pond to admire the graceful Avgter birds,



I

I
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I)<tva Kin;;

rii(' I)**va Kinp stands in ludligerent guardianship at the entrance to tlie Sokkul-

)
am f.ave T(‘iiiple in Kyongjii. I he world famous cave tem|)le contains hundreds of

I>e4iutifid Buddhist images called from the solid rock during the Silla era, more than

* one thousand years ago.

I



A Picnic

I'wo old men have enjoyed a picnic on a lovely spring day. And while admiring

tlie heantiful cherry blossoms and the songs of skylarks, perhaps they even had a little

nee wine.



r

Hand Ciillivalioii

As cverywliere, (arming requires many

tented rows of cucumher seedlings are protecle

the field of obnoxious weeds, whieh might sap

liours of hard, haekl)i eakinjj

d from tlie weather, as fai

their growth.

I labor. N\ hite-

m women rlear
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Girls at Palace

Dressed in their best, these young girls enjoying a lovely Sunday at an old palace

in Seoul, try to find out if a huge royal incense-burner can hold all three of them.



l)«)Wnlo»ii In S»MHil

I'liis is !\;un<larmuii-m, on<“ of llio hiisirsi ^tn-cts

iratcfl hero arc; l)anks, ili-jiai Imnit sloirs. and luain otIiiT

ill (lounloun Seoul. ( oneen

eomuiei rial eMler|u i>'e>.

I



Ilie W ay to a Hoyal Tonih
I liis inviting jiatli leads to the royal toinh of a King of the "^’i Dynasty in the

siihnrhs of .S(‘()iil. Lined with stately trees that are hundreds of years old, it is a favorite

walk of the young |ieoj)le of the eitv.



Hoyal Throne
'I’lic vacant llironc remains, alllion{;li the times have chanjieil, ami only the

memory of tlie glories of the ’t i Dynasty lingers in the einitty royal liall. Diirin;^ tin*

five hundri-d years of tlie Dynasty (Id*>2 IdlO), twenty.sev«‘n kings governed from this!

scat of aiitiiority in C.hangduk Palace in Seoid.



;^V ot
"1 "1

i’coiiy

'I'lio l)eautiful i)eony blossoms in late spring in Korea. The garden of the Dukspo

Palace in .Seoul i,s noted for its heautiful peonies,



JUNE 1958

23rd WEEK

1
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•

5

Thurs

6

Fri

Memorial pa^

7

Sat



lUNE 1958

24th WEEK

8

Sun

9
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10
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Thurs

13

Fri

14

Sot
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lloniewanl l{ouiul

At dusk the farmer, tired hut filled with satisfaction over the successful sale of

the products of his land at the market, returns to his home through a scene of placid

heauty.



Pavilion of Flowers and Willows

Alo]) a small liill across the river, stands tlie ancient pavilion ol I’anghwa

Snryn-jotif;, the Pavilion of Mowers and Willow-trees. It is near Suw^", 26 miles south

of Seoul.



JUNE 1958

2Sth WEEK

15

Sun

16

Mon

17
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18
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JUNE 1958

Seth WEEK

22

Sun

23

Mon

24

Tues V--
'

'

25

Wed

A' •
1 Korean War Anniversary

26

Thurs

27

Fri

28

Sal
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riie Kork of llie Falliiifi Flowers

In the year 600, when the Silla-Tang Forces attacked I’liyo, the capital of tlic

I’aekje Kingdom, 3,000 Faekje court ladies were said to liave thrown themselves into this

river from a rock on its hank. The rock was named and to tliis day is still known as

‘The Hock of the Falling Flowers.” Legend also has it that So Chongd)ang, (ameral

of 1'ang, lished for the dragon abiding in the river, and hooked it hy using a live white

horse as hait, thus giving the river the name, “White Horse Hiver, which it still heats

today.



Waterfall

Clionji-yon Waterfall, one of the famous scenic spots on beautiful Clieju Island,

tumbles over a high cliff into a sparkling pool of fresh water at the very edge of the sea.



WOnuMi Divers
, , i .

Tlie women divers of Clieju Island are world famous. With only the eqmi.ment

shown, thev dive deep into the sea, harvestiii}' mussels, erustaeeans, and eddde sea om s

of many types. This ty,m of fishing has always been limited to the women of (.heju Island.



The Aneient Fortress

No loiifier do guards patrol the wall of the ancient fortress on Mt. Pukhan,

north of Seoul. Rut though it lies in ruins today, the wall was a strong and important

defen.se in the days of s[)ears and hows and arrows.



nJLY 1958

29th WEEK
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30th WEEK
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Thurs

25
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26

Sat



Morning in llie Village

(.uriing tendrils of smoke merge into a soli gray haze, ohseuring the village as

the housewives start the morning fires iti jireparation for the day's cookruy.



Sokkul-uni HiKldlia

More than one tliousand years ago, skilful artisans carved this great Buddha

frf)in the living rock at the world lanious cave temj)le at Sokkul-am. This temple is one

of tin; outstanding arclieological remains of the great Silla Dynasty, and is in an almost

perfect state of preservation.



Dairy Kaiicli

Dairy farming is a t-elativHy recent innovation in Korea. W itliin the past few

years, however, thousands of head of dairy cattle have been imported for hreedinp

[nirposes, and milk and milk products are assuming a larger role in the Korean di*‘t.



(ioiinlry Hoad
A (•oiii)l(‘ in mourning dress is on the way to visit the toml) of a recently deceased

f)arent. I he country road is (|uiet, and sometimes even j)lieasants can l>e seen crossing

it slowly. 'I’lie pines are the most ahundant trees in Korea.



AUGUST 1958

33rd WEEK

10
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Liberation Day
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Sat
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: >
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< ,liot;ye-Ha loinple

'I'liis temple

directs tlic activities

in Seoul is llie national lieadcpiai tens of Huddlnsm in

of aliout «()() other Huddhist temides in the country.

Korea, and



\ '

Hrirk Pasocla of tlie Former Piinlivvang-sa Temple
'J'liis lliiec-storied remnant of the original nine-storied i>agoda is all that remains

of the original Punhwang-sa Temple at Kyongju. The pagoda waa built during the

glorious Silla Dynasty.



S<M‘iiic IJt'cHily <>l (.liukso-rii

I’or g(‘n<‘iati(»ns, llic Korean peoiile have

Many fanions pofnns liav(* Ix'en writlen lieie

Kangwon-ilo I’roviiu’c.

ailinired the scenic Ix'auly of

in the ancient Pavilion mar

C'.linksorn.

Samcliok,



iNiiiiisaii Park

Namsan I’ark is tidily cov with a (l('iis(‘, fiiccti firowlli of pine-trees ami. from

it-, top, pro\i(Ies a hreatli-takiiifi panorama ol Seoul. In its cpiiet, natural heanty, the

hnsy citi/.ens of the capitiil city find welcome resjiite throiifihont tin* year.



c}] L’l -5^-)

Nl:iiui ol .MiirltU'

just ofT the western coast of Korea lies tli<* Island of Sodiong-do. The Island is

a solid block of marhie, which is famous for its Ix'autiful markings and sparkling tiiiish.

j his island is the principle source of hiiilding and ilccorati\c marhic in Korea.



Molintuin (^linihirig

Oil a ])(‘ak of Mt. Toliong, 15 miles northeast of Seoul, a group of lads enjoys

the thrill of mountain elimhing. In the mountainous peninsula eountry of Korea, mountain

elirnhing is [lartieularly [lopular among the stmhmts.
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3Sth WEEK

21
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26
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27

.
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Autumn Harvest Festival



SEPTEMBER — OCTOBER 1958

40th WEEK

28
*

Sun
- ;T,J

29 ^’
1]

Mon
•

'

30
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-

1

Wed

2

Thurs

3

Fri

^ ^ .
National Foundation Day

4

Sat



Korean (ronrd

V'^tay typical of Korea, it is used in mral areas as a syml)oI of j)eaee. W In'ii

it is rii)c in autumn, it is cut in half and the hard rind is dried for a numluT of uses,

such as dippers. Its Korean name is imk.



i

1

i

Ancient Fort ami Gale of Suwon
The ruins of an ancient guard tower at Suwon, 26 miles south of Seoul, stand

beside the ancient main gate to the town. Today, Suwon is especially well known for its

Agricultural Research Institute.



OCTOBER 1958

4Ut WEEK

5

Sun

6

Mon

7

f ues

8

Wed

9

Thurs

Hangul Day (Korean Alphabet Day)

10

Fri

11

Sat

.—



OCTOBER 1958

42nd WEEK

12

Sun

13

Mon

14

Tues

15

Wed

16

Thurs

17
1

1

Fri

18

Sat
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After llie Toil

Iti tl»* fall, as the harvested (iraiti lies drying in the fields before thrashing,

Kor«*a heeoines a land of (juiet heauty and peaceful eontentnient. I ann«‘rs rest after a

summer of toil, ami the ever-juesent mountains hurst into a riot of hrilliant fall foliage,

whii h fades gradually in the ha/e of late afternoon.

E



—

^

1

Songdo Park, Pusan
The Pusan area ofTers some of the most beautiful scenery in the world. Songdo

Park combines the dark green of pine-covered hills with the brilliant sapphire blue of

many hays and inlets to create a harmonic picture of peace and beauty.



OCTOBER 1958

43rd WEEK

19

Sun

20

Mon
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Tues
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r

23
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24

Ffi

^]o] UN Day

25

Sot



OCTOBER — NOVEMBER 19S8

44th WEEK

26

Sun

27

Mon

28

Tues 's

29

Wed

30
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31
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1

Sat
‘

1



IMrkiiiK IVrsimiiioiis

In the late autumn, ripe red i)ersimmoiis are ahumlunt in Korea. Persimmons

are a favorite Korean fruit, and are eaten ripe, or preserved hy drying.

I

n



1

On an errand

On a foggy morning, with her little brother on her hack, she’s on her way to her

uncle’s with a message from her father. It’s a little chilly, hut she doesn’t mind.



ll

fi

O] o| 7]

'riiatcli Hoof

A farmer prepares a new roof for his liouse with fresli straw. Kvery year in

the late fall, he renews the thatch.



Autumn in Kyongju
Quiet autumn witli its high, blue skies comes to Kyongju, ancient capital of the

Silla Kingdom. 'I wo !)oys rake tlie foliage under trees where once a busy city stood. The

towerdikc structure in the hu<kground is the astronomical observatory erected during

the .Silla era over 1,000 years ago.
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IIhIiji W oiiH-n'^ I ni\«‘rsily

A|i|ii<i\iinati'ly four llimi>aml girl'^ aic iiimlli'il in tliis (iiin'^tian iii'-titiMini). It

is tlir largest womi-n's university in Korea, ami oeeiiiiies an iileal location in tin- suliiiil>s

of Seoul.



Hiiins of Seoul City Wall

The City of Seoul was once surrounded by a higli stone defensive wall. Mudi

of the aruient wall has been destroyed to make room for the modern city, hut miles of

the old defensive walls still remain in the mountains encompassing the city. The section

shf)vvn here is an (‘xamjile.
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Tlie 6O1I1 Hirllulay Anniversary

'I’lie sixtieth Itirtliday anniversary is one of tlie most important anniversaries in

Korean life. On tliis day, ndatives and friends gather witli mtieli ancient ceremony to

honor the occasion with gifts and feasting.



o-j ^
Prepariiif; Ciillle-fisli for Market

(!uttle-fisli are a staple item of food in Korea. Millions are caught in autumn

and winter, and after being dried, are sliijtped to all jiarts of the country. Here, fishermen

clean the catch and string the fish on sticks jireparatory to drying.
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Kayaiittm

()ti»‘ yoimn lady |)lays tin- laiyufiiim in Iht livin^r room, as llu' oiIkt enjoys its

distinctive melmiy. 'Iliis ancient musical instrument is one of tlie enltmal treasures of tin-

country.



oj n}.

dear’s Knd
1-or some it has seemed long; for others far too sliort. Rut time waits for no

man. Inevitably come the snows again, and the year must end. W’e hope it's been a good
year for you. We hoj)e the New ^ ear will he even better.
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